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COUNTING BLESSINGS, 
NOT PROBLEMS 

“Montana Rescue Mission was my safe haven.”



When Jennie arrived in 
Billings to surprise her son 
John at his high school 

graduation, she had a big blue bow 
on her forehead, two suitcases, a 
duffel bag, and one more thing—
“faith as small as a mustard seed.”

Jennie hadn’t seen John since he 
moved to Montana with his father 
four years earlier. She had stayed 
in Georgia, battling a long-term 
addiction to drugs and serving time 
for possession. “I needed to get out 
of Georgia. I had run out of money 
and I was slowly killing myself.” 

The three-day bus ride to Billings 
was a second chance for Jennie 
to make a life for herself… but she 
couldn’t do it on her own.

Montana Rescue Mission offered 
Jennie a “safe haven” in our 
Women and Children’s Shelter. 
“They welcomed me and gave me 
resources and referrals; a place 
to eat, sleep, and work myself 
back up,” she says. The Mission 
also helped Jennie nurture that 
tiny seed of faith into a deep 
relationship with Jesus Christ.

That was 12 years ago. Today 
Jennie, a proud grandmother 
of two, enjoys a full, sober, and 
rewarding life of service to others. 
“I work with people who have 
developmental disabilities, and part-
time as a nursing assistant. I also 
volunteer for Dress for Success. 
I take clothes to women who are 
getting released from prison. It’s 
heartwarming to be able to give 
back,” she says.

Jennie has found another way to 
give back. “I share my experience, 
strength, and hope to encourage 
other women to stay on the right 
path,” she tells us. “I count my 
blessings, not my problems.”

Thank you for helping more women 
like Jennie set their feet on the path 
to lasting life-change!

Jennie Shares her Secrets 
to Lasting Life-Change
“IT’S HEARTWARMING TO GIVE BACK.”

… in all your ways 
submit to him,  
and he will make 
your paths straight.

–PROVERBS 3:6



The new year is starting off with a new venture! The Billings Leadership Foundation 
is a collaboration between Montana Rescue Mission and Friendship House of 
Christian Service, a local outreach to underserved members of our community, 

primarily children and families. 

The two organizations share vital administrative functions including human 
resources, resource development, finance, and operations. As Executive Director, 
Rev. Matt Lundgren will oversee management of both Montana Rescue Mission and 
Friendship House. Both organizations will remain 
independent, with separate finances, but will 
benefit from significant cost savings and greater 
efficiency through sharing staff.

What does this mean for you? Simply that your 
gifts to Montana Rescue Mission will go even 
further than before, making a bigger impact 
on men, women, and children experiencing 
homelessness. 

In the coming months and years, the Billings 
Leadership Foundation will encompass more non-
profit partners in our community, resulting in more 
efficient delivery of services to people in need.

Rev. Lundgren, who recently stepped into the 
MRM Executive Director role after Perry Roberts’s 
retirement, was ordained as a Pastor in 1992 
and has served in youth work, college student 
ministry, Young Life, and as a parish pastor.  
He also brings experience from education,  
retail, and construction to his role of Billings 
Leadership Foundation Executive Director.

Can You Spare Some Time?
There’s always plenty to do at Montana Rescue Mission and we can 
always use some extra hands to make the work lighter! Right now,  
we need help with:

• Landscaping projects • Outdoor cleanup (shoveling snow) 
• Painting • Window cleaning 
• Organizing closets • Food preparation 
• Deep-cleaning • Serving meals

If you’re interested, please visit montanarescuemission.org/volunteer.

Sharing for Stewardship
YOUR GIFT TO MRM WILL GO FURTHER THAN EVER

Pictured from left to right: Jeanine Holt-Seavy—Human Resources 
Director, Robert Campiglia—Finance Director, Rev. Matt Lundgren—
Executive Director, Adam Liberty—Development Director



Dear Friend, 

Although I just stepped into Perry Roberts’s shoes as 
Executive Director, I can already see that this is going to be  
a very busy year for Montana Rescue Mission… a year in 
which many men, women, and children will break the cycles 
of poverty and homelessness and enjoy lasting life-change 
like Jennie in this issue of HopeLine.

But there are even more exciting changes, like our 
partnership with the new Billings Leadership Foundation  
and plans to update our facilities to better serve our guests  
in the months ahead.

One thing will not change, and that’s the commitment of 
everyone here at Montana Rescue Mission to provide the  

best care and services to our guests that we can—and to being responsible stewards 
of your gifts to the Mission. 

That said, let me invite you to come to the Mission and see for yourself how your 
generosity changes lives. Take a tour, have a cup of coffee, and see if the Lord is asking 
you to take a more active role this year. 

Whatever changes 2019 brings in your life, I pray that they’re all positive and I look 
forward to your partnership in the coming year!

In His Service,

DIRECTOR’S CORNER

The Only Thing 
Constant…

REV. MATT LUNDGREN

For we are  
God’s handiwork, 

created in  
Christ Jesus  

to do good works…

EPHESIANS 2:10

STAY CONNECTED

 facebook.com/montanarescuemission

 @MRMBillings

PO Box 3232
Billings, MT 59103-3232
406.259.3800
montanarescuemission.org


