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“ I WAS ON A 
DEAD-END ROAD.”
Amanda Finds the Path to Christ



As we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving, we want to express 
our deep gratitude to friends like you. You are making a 
difference, and you are changing lives. It begins with the meals 

and shelter you provide, but it goes so much deeper than 
that. Your compassionate, faithful generosity gives our 

guests hope and opportunities to experience healing 
and transformation. The work begins 

with you! At Thanksgiving time and 
always, we thank God that  

He has you sustaining 
this ministry.

Dear Friend, 

I’ve had the greatest job in the world for the past eight years.

As Executive Director of Montana Rescue Mission, I’ve been 
able to live out my faith every day and take my relationship 
with the Lord to a deeper level. I’ve witnessed hundreds—
maybe thousands—of men and women grow and flourish  
as they become new creations in Christ.

However, as the famous passage in Ecclesiastes maintains, 
there is a time for everything under heaven. It doesn’t 
specifically mention retirement, but I’m sure it’s covered.  
And I will be stepping down and retiring at the end of this year.

Stepping down, but not out. As long as there’s unmet need  
in our community, I’ll stay involved in ministry to our homeless 

neighbors. I’ll miss being at the Mission every day, but God is calling someone else to 
that commission now!

I’ve seen some changes since I started at the Mission. The most striking are the 
downward trend in age among the homeless population in Billings and the spike in 
addictions to meth, heroin, and other opioids. But one thing has stayed the same,  
and that’s the generosity of friends like you.

As you celebrate this holiday season and look to the year ahead, know that you will 
always have my gratitude and you will always be in my prayers. God bless you!

In His Service,

DIRECTOR’S CORNER

Stepping Down, 
But Not Out

PERRY ROBERTS

And we know 
that in all things 

God works  
for the good  
of those who 

love him,  
who have  

been called 
according to  
his purpose.

ROMANS 8:28

How can we thank God  
enough for you in return for  

all the joy we have in the presence  
of our God because of you?  

–1 Thessalonians 3:9



A fter using drugs and alcohol 
for nearly 20 years, Amanda 
thought she had a handle on 

her addiction. In retrospect, she 
says, “I was on a dead-end road.” 

A health crisis sent Amanda over 
the edge. “I had a blood clot in 
my leg. I was on bed rest and 
medication and then the drugs took 
over. I lost my jobs, lost my house.”

Amanda was homeless for four 
years before a drug overdose 
served as a wake-up call. “I 
almost died. When I came out of 
that without any brain damage, I 
thought, ‘This is it, I’ve got to get 
back on the right path.’”

That path brought Amanda to 
Montana Rescue Mission. During 
her first two months, she tells us, 
“I did my chores, went to chapel. I 
just did every small thing they ask 
us to do. Doing that every day got 
me back in the mindset of stability.” 
More important, she says, “I didn’t 
even think about drugs or alcohol.”

Because she had been working 
part-time at the Mission’s thrift 
store, Amanda was approved for 
housing. However, she decided to 
go through our New Life program 
to ensure that she would get closer 
to Christ and stay on the right path. 
“Since I’ve been here, I can say 
I know God. I know that He’s real 
and He saved my life.”

Amanda shares her love for God 
with her children, who live in 

Colorado with her parents. “I talk 
to them every night,” she says. “It’s 
wonderful.”

By the time you’re reading this 
story, Amanda will be a proud 
graduate of our New Life program. 
Looking ahead, Amanda would 

like to go back to her family in 
Colorado, but admits that “God 
may have something else in play.” 
Wherever God leads her, she 
knows it won’t be back to that 
dead-end road. “I’m happy,” she 
says. “It’s a good feeling.”

You Helped Amanda Get On 
the Right Path
“GOD IS REAL AND HE SAVED MY LIFE.”

My feet have closely followed 
his steps; I have kept to his 
way without turning aside.

–JOB 23:11

Thanks for Giving!
A huge thank you to the following grantors for their program support this 
past quarter:

n Billings Westend Wal-Mart — $1,500

n Wells Fargo Community Giving Program — $4,000

n Fortin Foundation of Florida — $30,000

In 2017, Montana Rescue Mission served 83,971 meals to the hungry in  
our community. This year, we are on target to serve over 100,000 meals. 
We could not do it without our community food partners that keep our costs 
low with donated food. Many thanks to:

n Acosta Foods n Costco n Family Services

n Lucky’s Market n Valley Distributing n Vann’s IGA



STAY CONNECTED

 facebook.com/montanarescuemission

 @MRMBillings

PO Box 3232
Billings, MT 59103-3232
406.259.3800
montanarescuemission.org

“It’s been an interesting journey,” Glenn Fournier says of 
his 18 years in ministry. He left a career in engineering, 
got a master’s degree in pastoral ministries and 

counseling, and ended up working at Montana Rescue 
Mission’s front desk. “In 2009, Perry Roberts asked me if  
I would step up to be the Men’s Mission Manager.”

After five years in that role, Glenn took on responsibility for 
the Mission’s entire ministry as Program Director. “We try  
to have the greatest effect on the greatest number of 
people we can,” he says. “We try to give out as much 
grace as possible.”

Even with all of his administrative responsibilities, Glenn 
is still actively involved in rescue. “We go out every night 
when it’s freezing and pull people in,” he says. “We’ll jump 
in the van and we’ll take hot coffee, gloves, hats, mittens, 
and sandwiches.”

Over the years, Glenn has seen thousands of men and 
women come through the Mission’s doors, many of whom 
joined the New Life program. “It gives me great joy to see 
the successes,” he tells us. “The failures? Things go wrong 
in people’s lives but God never gives up on us. We don’t 
give up on people either.”

The key to success, Glenn says, is “the willingness to 
accept that you’re broken and that you need to let down 
your guard and trust somebody to help you.”

Finally, Glenn acknowledges the importance of stewardship. 
“We try to stretch beyond stretching every dollar and every 
man hour that’s provided, all to serve people.”

Giving Out Grace
STAFF PROFILE: GLENN FOURNIER

God is not unjust; he will not forget 
your work and the love you have 
shown him as you have helped his 
people and continue to help them.

–HEBREWS 6:10
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